
 

 

UPSL ACADEMY 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

UPSL Academy Handbook 

for 2024-25 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

UPSL ACADEMY 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

Bylaws 

1. Introduction and Purpose 

2. Governance 

3. Duties and Responsibilities of the BOD 

4. Duties and Responsibilities of Officers 

Rules 

5. Laws of the Game 

6. Definition of the Season 

7. League structure 

8. Registrations, Rosters, Transfers 

9. Fees and Applications 

10. Disciplinary Matters 

11. Game day Operations 

12. Minimum Standards 

13. Referees 

14. Scheduling 

15. Forfeiture of Matches, Refusal to Play, Postponement 

16. Protests and Appeals 

17. Rule Amendments 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

UPSL ACADEMY 

Bylaws 

1. Introduction and Purpose 

 

a. The United Premier Soccer League (UPSL) is a National Affiliate member of 

the U.S. Soccer Federation and a designated National League in men’s 

adult amateur soccer. The league is the largest amateur college and pro- 

development league in the United States with over 500 participating 

teams across the country. 

 

b. The purpose of the UPSL Academy Divisions is to provide a pathway for 

youth players within their existing Clubs into the adult game. The 

opportunity for youth players in their later teenage years is somewhat 

lacking in the USA. This is on account of a very shallow professional game 

which is not developing enough home-grown players, limited available 

college places and the short college soccer season, and the fragmented 

adult amateur leagues across the various state associations. 

UPSL Academy will allow existing UPSL Men’s and Women member teams 

to enhance their current youth programs, or in some cases start to 

develop an academy program as a feeder to their adult teams. UPSL 

Academy will also be open to applications from Clubs which currently do 

not have an adult program yet are seeking to enhance awareness 

amongst their players as to the opportunities that exist beyond youth 

soccer. 

c. UPSL Academy will be competitive level youth soccer organized into 

conferences around the country which, for the most part, will mirror the 

conferences that exist in the UPSL adult structure. As with the adults, the 

UPSL Academy division will operate fall and spring seasons, and will 

continue its practices of affordability, openness, embracing diversity, and 

sensible travel requirements. 

 

d. To qualify for eligibility to UPSL Academy competition the applicant Club 

must complete the UPSL Academy application process. This can be 

accessed at upslregistration.com/application. 

2. Governance 

 

a. UPSL Academy competition will be sanctioned by the UPSL. 
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b. Participating Clubs including their officials, coaches and players agree to 

comply with all USSF and UPSL bylaws, rules and policies as may now be in 

effect or may be instituted in the future, including USSF Bylaw 706. 

 

c. The administrative authority to represent and conduct the business of UPSL 

Academy is vested in the Board of Directors (BOD). The BOD is responsible 

for implementation of the rules, policies and procedures and shall 

delegate to its officers the day-to-day management. 

 

d. The BOD shall comprise no fewer than 5 individuals and any decision 

making that is contested shall be resolved using a vote, the passing of 

which requires a majority. 

 

e. The BOD shall be established and composed of the President, Vice-

President and three (3) Commissioners. 

 

f. UPSL Academy is an operating subsidiary of UPSL LLC, a Florida Limited 

Liability Company. The BOD is required to submit a report to the Chief 

Operating Officer of UPSL LLC on an annual basis. 

 

3. Duties and Responsibilities of the BOD 

 

a. Interpret and enforce the bylaws and rules herein. 

b. Enforce any disciplinary action resulting from violations of the Rules. 

c. Review all new club and/or team applications. 

d. Create and implement the operating budget. 

e. Review, amend and approve any changes to these Bylaws and Rules to 

ensure conformity with USSF requirements. 

f. Ensure sufficient staffing is deployed to achieve smooth and uninterrupted 

operation off the UPSL Academy competition. 

g. Submit a report to the Chief Operating Officer of UPSL LLC on an annual 

basis. 

 

4. Duties and Responsibilities of Officers 

 

a. President. 

The President shall: (i) conduct all meetings of the BOD, (ii) serve on any 

committees formed within UPSL Youth, (iii) give opening remarks at the 
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AGM, (iv) serve as liaison between UPSL Academy and any governing 

body (v) designate operational responsibilities throughout UPSL Youth, (vi) 

review and approve operational budgets. 

b. Vice President. 

The Vice President shall: (i) serve as a voting member of the BOD, (ii) serve 

on behalf of the President in the President’s absence, (iii) manage all 

operational programs within UPSL Academy, (iv) ensure compliance of 

participating teams with rules and regulations, (v) approve any 

disciplinary actions, (vi) review and sign off on new team approvals, (vii) 

compose competition formatting, (viii) attend competition finals. 

 

Rules 

 

5. Laws of the Game 

 

a. All UPSL Academy games will be played according to the current FIFA Laws 

of the Game except for any exception that may be listed in these rules. 

b. All UPSL Academy games will be officiated by currently certified USSF 

Referees and Assistant Referees who will be assigned by a registered 

Referee Assignor. 

c. Unlimited substitutions and re-entry will be allowed during all UPSL Academy 

games; however, a player substituted in the first half may not re-enter until 

the second half, and a player substituted in the second half may only re-

enter once. Each such team is allowed 5 ‘substitution moments’ per game. 

Half time does not count as a substitution moment. During a given 

‘moment’ a maximum of 3 eligible players can be subbed-in to the game. 

d. A player substituted for evaluation of a head injury will not count toward 

the team’s total number of allowed substitution moments. 

e. UPSL seasons are spread across the school year (e.g. 2023-24), whilst 

eligibility is based on birth year (see rule 8i) 

f. No Club will be allowed to play any UPSL Academy game without nine (9) 

players available to start the game and at least 7 players available for the 

game to continue once started. If less than 7 players can continue as a 

result of injury or red cards the game will be stopped and the referee will 

include that in his/her referee report. The Club with less than the minimum 

number of players to start will forfeit the game with three (3) goals to the 

opposing team. The Club with less than 7 players to continue the game will 

lose the game either 0-3 or the score at the time of the game being 

stopped, whichever is more favorable to the opposition. 
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6. Definition of the Season 

a. All playing seasons will have a designated period within which all UPSL 

Academy games are to be played. All UPSL Academy Clubs will be notified 

about the Official start date of the season at least four weeks in advance 

for Clubs to prepare their teams.  

b. The UPSL Academy conducts two seasons within one 12-month period, 

namely Fall/Winter and Spring/Summer. Each season will comprise of a 

‘regular season’ of league play with conference playoffs and regional 

playoffs if feasible. Shorter Regional Cup tournaments may also be 

incorporated. 

c. Teams participating in any UPSL Academy season agree to play an ENTIRE 

season. This means that it is strictly prohibited for any team to withdraw from 

the season once placed on the league fixture list. After the fixture list is 

published, no refund of season dues can be issued under any 

circumstances. All teams must play each scheduled season from beginning 

to end, and teams not finishing the season will be subject to a $750 fine with 

no exceptions. 

 

7. League Structure 

a. UPSL Academy will be organized as four (4) regions with conferences within 

each region and divisions within each conference. The top tier of 

competition within each conference will be known as UPSL Academy 

Premier Division and the next tier will be named UPSL Academy Division 1. 

b. For any division the minimum number of teams will be 4 and the maximum 

number will be 12. The minimum number of games allowed will be 5 and 

the maximum 11. 

c. Initially UPSL Academy will operate U17, U15 and U13 divisions and the 

duration of league play will be: 

 

U13- 35 minutes per half (10min half-time) 

U15- 40 minutes per half (10min half-time) 

U17- 45 minutes per half (15min half-time) 

d. For all Divisions, the Club which has accumulated the highest number of 

points at the end of the regular season will be declared the Regular Season 

Winners of that Division. 

e. If two or more Clubs obtain the same number of points at the end of the 

regular season, their rankings will be determined as follows in the stated 

order: 
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i. Head-to-head points  

ii. Head-to-head goal difference 

iii. Total goal difference (max of 6 applies per individual game). 

iv. Total goals scored 

v. Greatest away goal in head-to-head. 

vi. In the event of a three-way tie:  a mini table involving games 

between those three respective teams will be used based on the 

above order.  

 

8. Registrations, Rosters, Transfers 

 

a. All players and coaches must first be registered with the UPSL, in their legal 

name, to be eligible to play or coach, using the UPSL registration portal. 

 

b. For coaches, trainers and any officials who will be present with the youth 

club at any time, UPSL registration including Safe Sport Certification must 

be completed. They are issued a UPSL credentials pass which must be 

displayed in order to occupy the bench area. 

 

c. The Academy Player Registration fee is twenty-four dollars ($24) per player 

per year. One year covers the Fall/Winter Season, and the Spring/Summer 

Season and after the Spring/Summer season the registration lapses. The fee 

includes UPSL’s secondary player’s insurance. An optional player ID card is 

available for an additional $13. 

 

d. The coaches Registration fee is twenty dollars ($20) plus any background 

check fee. All coaches, to register, will be required to hold a Concussion 

Protocol Certificate (SafeSport), and complete a level 2 Background 

Check. Starting with the 2025-26 season, all coaches will be required to hold 

a USSF D or United Soccer Coaches Advanced Regional license, 

 

e. A copy of the player’s birth certificate must be uploaded as part of the 

registration to provide verification of the player’s age. 

f. The required player parental consent forms and waivers which must be 

completed are built into the registration system.  

g. The Academy game day roster is generated in the registration system and 

then printed by the Club. The Game Day Roster must be used for the roster 

check on game day. No player may participate without being included on 

the game day roster at the roster check. 

h. The minimum number of players to be registered for each UPSL Academy 



 

 

UPSL ACADEMY 

team is 15. Up to 24 players can be nominated for the game day roster, but 

the maximum allowed to be checked in for a game is 20.  

 

i. The 2024-2025 season (ending July 31st, 2025) age group eligibility is as 

follows: 

 

U13- Born on or after 1/1/2012. 

U15- Born on or after 1/1/2010. 

U17- Born on or after 1/1/2008. 

 

j. A player may only be registered and participate with one club at any given 

time within a UPSL Academy season. Player transfers during a year, from 

one club to another, are allowed if the player is transferred according to 

UPSL procedures which involves approval from the original club and the 

payment of an admin fee of $24. 

 

k. Players can be transferred from one team to another within their Club if it’s 

within the age limits stated above. Players can temporarily be moved up 

an age group and back down to their original team without payment of 

transfer fees. 

 

l. All registrations and/or transfers must be done before the roster freeze 

deadline which is the Wednesday that falls within 10 days prior to the 

weekend of the final regular season scheduled games for that division. 

 

m. A club that is fielding a men’s D1 or Premier team, in addition to an 

Academy U17 team, is allowed to use Academy players in the men’s team 

temporarily, and move them back down to their Academy team, without 

payment of transfer fees except that the 1st occasion requires payment of 

a $13 fee. This type of movement is not available once any relevant roster 

freezes are in effect. 

 

9. UPSL Youth Fees and Applications 

 

a. Annual Membership Fee: To enter a team into UPSL Academy the Club 

must pay the UPSL annual membership fee. The Club makes only one such 

payment regardless of the number of teams entered. * See membership 

benefits below. 

 

b. Team Season Dues: The cost of entry for each team for each season is $375. 

Fees must be received by the stated deadline for the team to be included 

in the schedule. 

c. Performance Bond: Each Club must deposit a $500 refundable 

performance bond which can be used against any fines imposed upon the 
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Club during the season including those related to Minimum Standards 

violations. 

d. The home team is responsible for the expense of providing the field. 

 

e. The fees for the match officials are the responsibility of both teams and must 

be paid the Tuesday by 5pm prior to the weekend game. 

 

f. New Clubs wishing to join UPSL Academy must complete the online 

application form, including the certification form of adherence to the rules, 

and obtain approval from the UPSL approvals committee. 

 

10. Disciplinary Matters 

 

a. A Player or Club Official sent off by the referee must leave the field 

immediately and may not return. If the Player or Club Official refuses to 

leave within a 5-minute period, the game will be called, and a 3-0 win will 

be awarded to the opposing team, or the score will stand as is, if preferable 

to the opposing team.  Said Player or Official will serve no less than 6 games 

for the refusal to leave. If the team Player or Official returns to the team 

sideline after the ejection, there will be a further penalty of an additional 3 

games and a $100 fine. 

b. A Player dismissed by the referee (i.e. "red carded" or sent off, including 

dismissal because of two (2) yellow cards given in the same game) will be 

suspended from the Club’s next match. If the Officials’ report states a 

reason other than the double caution, it will be evaluated, and a 

suspension report will be sent to the team.  

c. Any period of suspension or part thereof which remains outstanding at the 

end of a season must be served at the commencement of the next season. 

d. Where a Player or Club Official transfers to a new Club during a period of 

suspension the suspension will transfer to the new Club. 

e. A red card issued to a player or coach carries an automatic and minimum 

one game suspension which must be served at the next UPSL game 

whether or not any further suspensions have been decided.  

f. Any player shown a Red Card for the following offenses will be 

suspended as follows: 

Offensive Language: 1-2 games 

Offensive Language to Officials: 2-3 games, plus $100 fine 

Serious Foul Play: 1-3 games 

Violent Conduct: 2-4 games 
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Spitting: 4 games 

Threatening or Intimidating Language or Behavior to a Match Official: 4 

games- season ban, plus $200 fine 

Fighting: 4 games to season ban, plus $200 fine 

Fines are the responsibility of the Club.  

g. Any player or club or team official who insults, castigates, intimidates or 

threatens a match official or damage the official’s personal property 

before or after the match will be suspended for up to six (6) months for a 

first offense and one (1) year for a second. 

 

h. Assault:  Any player or Club Official who physically assaults a match official 

will have a lifetime ban from the UPSL and be reported to the governing 

body. Assault includes but is not limited to the following acts 

committed upon a referee: hitting, kicking, punching, choking, spitting on, 

body checking, head butting or the act of kicking or throwing any object 

at a referee with force such that it could inflict injury.  Additionally, the Club 

of the player or official will be fined $500. 

 

i. Teams are fully responsible for the behavior of their fans including players’ 

parents. This includes, but is not limited to fighting, threatening behavior 

and verbal abuse. A team’s failure to control their fans will result in a 

possible fine, suspension, game forfeit or even removal from the league 

without refund. 

 

j. Any club, Club Official or player which/who commits persistent rule 

violations, or which, in the opinion of the UPSL Executive Committee, is 

acting in a manner that is seriously damaging to the UPSL, can be 

suspended or removed from the UPSL without a notice period or refund. This 

includes but is not limited to violating the UPSL Code of Conduct, 

threatening or harassing a League Official and failing to comply with the 

signed Rules Certification. 

 

11. Game Day Operations 

a. All Clubs are requested to arrive at the venue at least one (1) hour prior to 

kick-off for pre-match formalities. Breakdown of vehicles and traffic delays 

will not be considered as unforeseeable circumstances. 

b. Clubs will submit completed game roster to the referee at least thirty (30) 

minutes prior to the start of the match. 
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c. No Player may be added to the Game Roster that was not listed on the 

initially submitted team roster. Handwritten player entries are strictly 

prohibited. 

d. Inspection of players commences thirty (30) minutes before kick-off. 

e. No hard casts are permitted by any player in match play. Soft casts are 

permitted if the match official deems it safe for all players. If during the 

match, the accepted soft cast is deemed unsafe the game officials have 

the right to deem it so and the player must be substituted from the match 

immediately. 

 

f. Prior to kick-off the match officials and the teams’ starting 11s should 

conduct a walk out to center field and line up facing the spectators. 

g. Any player arriving late is not allowed to start the game once the teams’ 

walk out to center field has commenced. In such an instance, the player 

can be roster checked at half time and be substituted in thereafter. A 

player arriving after the second half has kicked off is not allowed to play. 

h. The Coaches and any other technical staff or Club Officials present in the 

bench area must be listed on the Game Day Roster, checked by the 

referee, and must be displaying their Club credentials in the form of a UPSL 

pass card within a lanyard.  

 

i. The game must be played with official UPSL match balls which are provided 

by the home team. 

 

j. For a weather delay before or during the game, teams are obliged to wait 

at least 60 minutes for the weather to clear before the referee can call off 

the game. This is subject to the availability of the facility booking. In the 

event of lighting failure, or lights not coming on, the visiting team is obliged 

to wait at least thirty (30) minutes to see if the problem can be rectified. 

Thereafter, the game will be a forfeit against the home team, as per rule 

15.x UNLESS the home team can produce evidence that they were not at 

fault in which case Rule 11.k below applies. Such evidence must be 

provided within 48 hours of the incident. 

 

k. If a game is called off by the Referee due to lightning or any other 

unforeseeable circumstances not covered elsewhere in these rules, 

without the possibility of resuming the same day, the following rules will 

apply in most instances*: 

 

1-40 minutes played: replay from start 
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41-60 minutes or one half played: replay second half with same score line 

when game was called off 

61 minutes or more played: score stands with no replay. 

 

*if a Game does not reach the above 61 minute threshold, the UPSL Academy Board shall have 

the authority in determining whether the game should be rescheduled or be considered as a 

completed game by taking into account unavoidable conditions and/or expenses for both teams. 

For U13s the minutes in this section are reduced by 5. 

 

12. Minimum Standards 

a. Turf field or quality grass field of minimum dimensions 100 yards length and 

58 yards width with markings according to FIFA rules, unless U13 in which 

case 100 by 50 is the minimum. 

b. Home Team travel sheet submitted to away opponent and Conference 

Manager Tuesday by 5:00pm for weekend games.  For a midweek game, 

travel sheet must be submitted the prior Saturday by 12pm. 

 

c. Home team responsible to ensure that the game kicks-off at the exact 

scheduled time as advertised on the UPSL website. 

d. Home team encouraged and advised to ensure that an athletic trainer is 

present throughout the match. 

e. 3 UPSL match balls. 

f. 4 corner flags. 

g. 2 benches per team with tents for shade on the opposite side of the field to 

the spectators. 

h. A table and chair at center field for the 4th official (when utilized). 

i. Onsite restrooms available to players and spectators. 

j. Each team to have home and away kit with distinctly different colors, 

numbered jerseys and Club logo printed on the jerseys, and the UPSL 

badge on the left sleeve. The home team is required to wear the color of 

kit indicated on the home travel sheet. 

k. The visiting team must travel with both away and home jerseys in order to 

be prepared to resolve a color clash. 

l. UPSL can impose fines of $50 for each occurrence of a minimum standard 

violation. 
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13. Referees 

a. Referee assignment shall be conducted by the UPSL using local designated 

referee assignors and requiring referees with a minimum Grassroots License 

(formerly Grades 9, 8, 7). 

b. A 3-man referee crew shall be present at each UPSL Academy game.   

c. The Referee will have the authority to make all decisions pertaining to the 

game. He/she will follow FIFA Laws of the Game, except where there have 

been modifications made by the UPSL in these Rules. 

d. UPSL referees must be present at any UPSL Academy sanctioned match or 

said match will be postponed for a later date. Under no circumstances will 

a match be played without an official referee crew assigned by the 

respective UPSL Assignor. 

e. The Referee will inspect the playing pitch before the commencement of 

the match.  If he/she decides that a field is unsafe for the players, the game 

will be abandoned and both teams notified.  

f. The referee fees are expected to be approx. $210-250 per game to be 

divided equally between the home and away teams. 

g. Fees are to be paid via Venmo the Tuesday by 8pm prior to a weekend 

scheduled game or Saturday by 12pm prior to a midweek scheduled 

game. Late fees of $30 will be incurred if it’s not paid on time. 

h. The final opportunity to make the referee payment, including the $30 late 

fee, will be Thursday by 8pm for a weekend game or Sunday by 8pm for a 

midweek game, otherwise the referees will be cancelled, the offending 

team will forfeit the match, and will be fined according to the UPSL 

Academy Rules. 

i. If the referees arrive at the field, or are in transit, they will be paid, even if 

the game is cancelled or interrupted UNLESS 

 

(1) If a game is cancelled for non-weather-related reasons more than 48 hours before 

scheduled kick off. Once the 48-hour deadline is passed, this is not allowed. 

(2) If a game is cancelled more than two hours before kickoff for weather related reasons 

and the referees are informed in a timely fashion.  
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14. Scheduling 

 

a. A draft season schedule will be provided to teams by the Division Manager 

no later than 28 days prior to the start date of the season for that Division. 

The teams will have a window of opportunity to request adjustments before 

the final schedule is published. 

b. A final schedule will be provided to teams by the Division Manager no later 

than 21 days prior to the start of the season for that Division. 

c. The home team is responsible for scheduling the venue and the start time 

for all the home games and providing the information to the Division 

Manager for inclusion in the published schedule. 

d. No matches are to be scheduled prior to 10am unless the visiting club 

agrees. 

e. All matches must be scheduled to end 30 minutes prior to sunset unless the 

visiting club agrees AND lights are provided at the facility for the full 

duration of the match and until 30 minutes after the game is scheduled to 

end. 

f. All clubs are expected to schedule matches with professionalism and 

goodwill, meaning not to place any club at a competitive advantage or 

disadvantage. 

 

g.  All matches played on the same day are expected to be played at the 

same facility, and consecutively, unless the visiting club agrees to multiple 

facilities being utilized, and/or concurrent timing. 

 

h. Clubs seeking approval for a fixture change must first obtain agreement for 

the change from the opponent and then must submit an emailed Game 

Change Approval Request to the UPSL Division or Conference Manager at 

least ten (10) days prior to the match in question. The Division/Conference 

Manager has the discretion to grant or deny the request. 

i. Game Change requests within 10 days of the scheduled time are not 

normally allowed and the opposing team is under no obligation to accept 

such changes. Game Change Requests may be accepted after the ten 

(10) day period if there are extenuating circumstances, but should be 

accompanied by required supporting evidence, be acceptable to both 

teams, and must comply or be compatible with any procedures and rules 

relating to referee assignment. 
 

j. Games postponed within 24 hours of kickoff, owing to inclement weather 

or unplayable fields, or called off during a game if a replay is required (see 

11j), should be promptly rescheduled via consultation between 

representatives of the respective teams along with the Division Manager. 

The Division Manager is responsible for ensuring the published schedule is 

updated. If agreement is not reached within 5 days, the rescheduling of 
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the postponed game will be determined by the Conference Manager and 

must be accepted by both teams. 

 

k. If the last game of a regular season, or a playoff game, is postponed or 

interrupted for any reason, or called off by the referee as per 10.3, and the 

playoff calendar does not have time available for the rescheduling of the 

game, the UPSL Executive Committee will make an unbiased decision as to 

the appropriate outcome. 

 

15. Forfeiture of Matches, Refusal to Play and Postponement. 

 
a. Where a team is subject to a forfeit the following penalties will apply: 

● Loss of game 0-3 (or score prevailing if in game and preferable to 

opponent)  

● Deduction of 3 additional points 

● Fine of $500 

● Payment of Referee fees if applicable 

b. A Club will forfeit a game in the following circumstances: 

(i) Refusing to continue a game for a period of greater than ten (10) minutes, 

walking off the field, or engaging in tactics to abort the game (forfeit to 

opponent will be 3-0, or whatever the score prevailing at the time if that is 

preferable to the opponent). 

 

(ii) Appearing at a game with less than nine (9) eligible players. 

(iii) If a Club’s supporters, player/s or officials initiate an act responsible for the 

abrupt end to the game (forfeit to opponent will be 3-0, or whatever the score 

prevailing at the time if that is preferable to the opponent). 

(iv) The team arrives fifteen (15) minutes after the scheduled kick-off time, unless 

the referee and opposing team reach agreement that there exists a legitimate 

reason to delay the kick-off or reschedule. Once the game commences, this 

rule cannot apply. 
 

(v) Fielding an illegal player or coach, that being one who is not properly 

registered, transferred, not on the roster or is currently suspended (forfeit to 

opponent will be 3-0, or whatever the final score if that is preferable to the 

opponent) 

(vi) Cancelling a game within 10 days of kick off without a good reason that is 

acceptable to the opponent and the Division Manager (inclement weather is 

considered acceptable). 
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(vii) When a player or club official refuses to leave the field of play and team 

area after a red card, resulting in the referee ending the game. 

(viii) When unauthorized personnel without credentials refuse to leave the bench 

area for a period greater than ten minutes, resulting in the referee ending the 

game. 

(ix) If a field that is booked for the game, in the opinion of the referee, does not 

meet the minimum standards for field size and condition unless both the visiting 

team, and the referee, agrees to play the game regardless. 

(x) If the home team does not have a valid permit or lease for the facility and 

for the required amount of time to complete a scheduled game, including lights 

if necessary. 

(xi) Failure to pay the referee fees ahead of the game and on time resulting in a 

cancellation of the game (see section 13). 

c. Any Club forfeiting a game where the game is not played will be charged 

with any referee expenses incurred by the opposing Club. 

d. The UPSL has the right to postpone any league game in the event of 

unforeseen circumstances. 

e. If a game is called off by the referee due to lightning, or any other 

unforeseeable circumstances not covered elsewhere in these rules, rules 

11j and 14j apply. 

 

16. Protests and Appeals 

Protests 

 

a. There are only two (2) acceptable causes for protesting a game after it 

has been played. They are: 

 

(i)A team plays an unregistered, ineligible, or suspended player, 

 

(ii.) There has been an obvious error made in the application of the Laws of the 

Game that directly affects the outcome of the game except involving matters of 

referee judgment which cannot be protested at any time. 

b. Protests emanating from a game must be registered on the referee's game 

report by informing the referee immediately after the game in question and 

followed by a formal letter by email within thirty-six (36) business hours to the 

relevant conference or division manager. 

c. In order for the formal protest letter to be reviewed by the League, the Club 

must pay a $200 filing fee.  The filing fee will be refunded if the protest is 

successful, less a $30 administration fee.  The formal protest letter submitted 

to the League should be detailed and must specify the reasons for the 
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protest. The letter must also reference the Rule allegedly contravened by 

the opposing party.  

Appeals 
 

d. A Club or player wishing to appeal any disciplinary action or fine must 

submit the Appeal to the League along with a $200 filing fee. The filing fee 

will be refunded if the Club wins the appeal, less a $30 administration fee. 

i. In the event of an appeal, the suspension and/or fine will remain in 

place until a final decision is made by the Appeals Committee. If 

found against the player, coach or club, the suspension will be 

served, even if carried over into the next season.  No appeals are 

allowed for double yellow cards which require a one game 

suspension. 

ii. For an appeal to be allowed it must be requested within 7 days of 

receipt of a disciplinary report, or minimum standards fine. 

iii. If an appeal fee is unpaid after 5 business days of delivery the 

appeal will be cancelled. 

e. All appeals and cases of misconduct will be reviewed by the USPL Appeals 

Committee. This committee is comprised of an independent group of 

individuals that are not part of the UPSL’s Youth Board or Administrative 

team.   

 

17.  Rule Amendments 

a. These UPSL Academy Rules may be reviewed, varied, amended and/or 

changed by the UPSL Academy Board from time to time either to change 

existing Rules, or to add new ones, or to incorporate changes ordered by 

FIFA or USSF. 

b. Any changes, variations and/or amendments made will take immediate 

effect. The League will ensure that any changes are adequately 

communicated to all UPSL Academy Clubs. 

c. Any incident or occurrence which is not adequately covered by the rules, 

regulations, standards and code of conduct herein (including the 

interpretation of language) will be adjudicated by the UPSL Executive 

Committee utilizing the rules of FIFA and the US Soccer Federation, and 

common sense. The UPSL Executive Committee has the full authority to 

apply this rule to resolve any such unforeseen circumstance. 

 
 
 



 

 

UPSL ACADEMY 

*Membership Benefits 

 

- UPSL Patches for Home and Away kits 

- 2 UPSL match balls 

- Use of UPSL name and logo in your Club marketing 

- COI issuance for facility rental 

- General Liability insurance for your club 

- Secondary player medical insurance with player registration 


